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{ PATHETIC ADDRESS. 


 Dis8xxTiNG Lairty. 


TO T-HE 


GENTLEMEN, 


proper by that Part of the Leg:/lature 
 &k, to whom you made Application for 
that Furpoſe, it was hoped by all who were 


Friends to the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, and 


the truly ſcrupulous Diſſenters, that the paſſionate 


Zical which at firſt appcar'd among ſome ot vou, 


would have ſubiided, and a general Acquieſcence 
to the Judgment of your Repreſentatives have taken 

place: But the Event ſhews this was only flat- 
tcring Hopes. And yet what affords a more me- 


lancholy Confidcration is, that the declared Ad- 
verſaries to our moſt cxcellenr Conſtitution, to 


our Civil and Religious Rights, take umbrage 
thercat, and are exerting their Talents, and uſing 
evcry Art and Stratagem to improve the Incident, 
to Views deſtrücise of the Nation's Peace, and 


the Diſſenting Interc?, by endeavouring to exaſpe- 


rate your Paſhons, and excite your Reſentments 
towards Loſe whom they would have believed are 
= B your 


* 5 
— 
—— — 
— 3 
—— — 
— 
— 


— 3 — — 
PX 2 
— 
3 . "RX a — 


IHE Repeal of the 77% Aas at this 
juncture of Time, being judged im- 


* 


Cans 


- bas 
— — 
PPP 
— "2-5" 


* 200m . 
AS . 2 
7 1 „ — 
* —— 


— 
8 
— 
— 
32 


4 om © — 
— - 
2 2 


[ 2 ] = 
Jour Enemies; tho* your own Obſervation and 
nowledge from paſt Experience, muſt ſatiſ— 
fy and convince you, that they are, in truth, your 
beſt and only ſecure Friends. 5 5 

And ſince both Miniſterial and Anti-miniſterial 
Writers, have in their Turns, by different Me- 
thods, and with very oppo/ite Deſigns, addreſſed 
you on the Occaſion, (and which is a plain Teſti- 
mony that your Numbers and Intereſt render you 
worthy the Notice and Regard of both Partics, 
as a Body of People not inconſiderable,) there- 
fore it is, that I alſo, who am neither, but only 
a Perſon well affected to the, preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment, beg leave to take the ſame Liberty with 
them; and I ſhall ſtudiouſly be careful to treat 
you with all imaginable Reſpect and Tenderneſs: 
For tho' I think inyſelf happy in being a Member 
of the efabliſy'd Church, which, for the Purity of 
its Doctrine, and the Reaſonableneſs of its Worſhip, 
I take to be the beff conſtituted, and moſt Apoſto- 

lical of any, yet my Charity for your Scruples, and 
| Reſpe# for your Perſons, make me ſolicitous to do 
you any Scrvice within my Power; and if what 
is offered by me, on the preſent Occaſion, can 

have any Tendency to quiet your Minds, and rcn- 
der you eaſy and patient under your late Diſap- 

pointment, it may be an acceptable Part, and no 
leſs uſctul to yourſelves, than pleaſing to thoſe 
who have you in good Eſteee. 

I can with great Truth affirm, that I have not 
received Directions from any one to addreſs you 
on the Occation, and therefore what happens to 
fall from my Fen, I would not have you impute 
to the Effect of Miniſterial Power and Influence; 
nor is it my Intention to juſtify and abet thoſe 
who repreſent you as Dupes to the preſent M-— y, 
or as a dangerous Body to the State, when diſol lige, 

5 | Dong. 


I | 

being ſatisfied both is falſe in Fact. No; for in [1 
the Sequel of this Diſcourſe you will clearly per- . 
ccive, that I am governed only by the Reaſon | 
and Truth of Things; and perhaps the Sentiments 
of an indifferent Spectator, an unprejudiced Perſon, 
may have Weight and Influence with you, to bear 
the Afiidion with a decent Reſignation ; and no 
doubt you will the ſooner regard what is ofter'd, 
as you will find no Expreſſions favouring of Aſpe- 
# ty and Il. nature towards either your Principles 
or Pradlices. 

But as ou, and not your Miniſers, are ſolely By 
concerned in the Repeal of the 7% As, it is F 
unneceſſary to mention them, becauſe unleſs they 
could get the Act of Uniformity difannulled, and " 
be at Liberty in declaring their Aſſent and Conſent Foes, 
to the Book of Common Prayer, and ſubſcribing to 
the thirty-nine Articles of Religion, the other 
would be of no uſe to them: For in fact, the 
Repeal of the 7% Ads as little concern the Dif- | 
ſenting Miniſters, as that of the Unijormity Act in ; 
favour of Miniſteria!l Conformity, was it repealed, 1 
would affect the Diſſenting Laity; and therefore Fi. 
how much ſoever they may have exerted them- 
ſelves on the Occaſion, all their Zeal muſt appear 
to be miſapplied, as being diſplayed againſt an Af- 
fair they had little or no Concern in. This Obſer- 
vation I doubt not but you will improve to the 
Purpeſes intended. 

Having premiſcd thus much, I now need 
to the chiet Point in Hand, and I think it neceſſa- 
ry in the firſt Place to declare, that it is not my 
HDeſign to enter into the Merits of the Debate, 
whether the Toft Ads are Infringements of your 
natural Rights or not, ſince I am informed that has 
been at large diſcuſs d by cach Party concerned; 


nor yet whether a certain Honourable Gentleman 
oy OO --..M6 
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did give you any reaſonab'e Fxpecfation of having 
theſe As repealed this Sefron of Parliament, as 
has been very confidently aſſerted; becauſe, ſup- 
poling each to be a certain Truth, yet J queſtion 
rot but to cvince that the Attempt at this Time 
would not have been prudent, wiſe, or politick, 
even admitting the M -i were ever fo much 
juclined to back your Application; and if that ap- 
_ pears to be Fad, then I think you will have abun- 
dant Cauſe to be eaſy and well ſatisfied, 
From the Reaton and Nature of Things, it is 
a certain Truth, that a particular Regard is to be 
had to a proper and ſeaſonable Time to undertake 
any mnterprize of great importance, the Conſe- 
guence of which, however ſatisfactory and agree- 
able to ſome, may be highly diſpleating and of- 
fenſive to others. This is ſo evident as to need 
no Comment, ſince the Obſervation itſelf is a 
plain Demonſtration of its Truth and Certainty. 
The various Paſſions, different and prevailing In— 
tereſts of Men at home, and the Situation of pub- 
lic Affairs abroad, are often neceffary to be in a 
due and proper Manner conſider'd, on ſuch ſo— 
lemn Occations ; and that the Repeal of the Teff 
AFs is a Concern of great Moment, none vill de- 
ny, who has in Remembrance how much Diſpute 
and Controveriy the Attempt only has given Birth 
to, on both Sides; and which is ove Argument 
of no ſinall Weight to prove the Importance of the 
Thing, and that this was not a convenient Time 
for its being repealed. | . 
But to enter more minutely into that Point: 
Do not you, and every Friend to the Govern- 
ment, ſee and lament a Misfortune that no rea- 
ſonable Method can prevent; I mean the tuo weekly 
Libellers againſt the Government, who go on with 
Impunity, becauſe the puniſhing them one Way may 
| | | | N nor 
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not be with Safety anct her? and yet you cannot doubt 
but the- 9 s Intefeſt and Inclination are to have 
them filenced. As this Inſtance ought to fatisty 
you that the preſent is not a Tue any way oppor= 
tune tor the repealing thoſe Ads, in reſpect to the 
i1] Uſe the Enemy might make thereof, by enflam- = 

ing the Minds of the People, and raiſing Prejudices — 
againſt the Adminiſtration; ſo mutt it convince 3 
you, that were the H{———q as willing to aſſiſt 


you thercin, as moſt certainly they would be glad |} 
10 prevent the propagating 01 weekly Fedition, yet | [| 


that either may, by the Rules of Prudence, 
be judged practicable in the preſent Conjunc- 
T VF 
That thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves by the 
Name of Patriots, or at leaſt the greateſt Part of 
them, do lie in Ambuſh to improve the Hcident, 6 
to very cv Purpoles, is notorious from the Con- 9 
duct, and even Declaration, of their Head Mri- 1 
ter ; whole Neutrality for a Time was to conceal 
the Advantage he propoſed to himſelf, not in 
gour Favour, but how in the moſt eflectual Man- 


ner to create a fatal Mifunderſtanding between the 5 
Miniſtry and gourſelves, by inſinuating Jealouſies | 


and unreaſonable Surmiſes, on the Rejection. of. 
your Petition: Or, it it had zakey place, then to 
have loaded the Miniſtry with inceſſant Reproaches 
of their DiſaffeFion and Neglect to the eſtabliſh'd i 
Church, of their being Presbyterians and Republi- = 
cans, and that the Church was again in Danger of | 
being demoliſhed, in complaiſance to the Diſſenters. 4 
This ambi-dextrous Piece of Policy none need 4 
queſtion, was the latent and ſecret Views of the 
Party; and to put it out of diſpute, the Cxaftſ- 
man himſelf is at laſt forced to acknowledge it. 
Says he, TT OT 


* Whilſt 


1184 
* « Whilſt the late Diſpute about the Repea! 
« of the Teſt Ads was on Foot, I purpoſely kept 
« myſelt neuter, according to a former Engage- 
„ ment, and I am neither under any Obligation, 
* nor would it be of any Ule, to declare my- 
* ſelf upon it at preſent; tho? I cannot forbear 
© expreſſing my Opinion thus far, that if we may 
judge from the Conduct of the Diſſenters, for 
c three Years paſt, the Church of England would 
« be in no Danger from ſuch Politicians, even 
« ſuppoſing the Teſt was to be taken away.” 
This frank and open (but moſt certainly 4 
guarded) Declaration, ſupphes the Place of every 
Surmiſe, and mult fully citabliſh all the Diſſenters 
in the Belief of what I before obſerved, that his 
was not a proper Time for the repealing thoſe 
Ads; that had it been done, inſtead of repreſent- 
ing you as © Dupes to the Miniſtry, and weak 
* Politicians,” you would have been pronounced 
Enemies to the CyuxcH and STATE; and per- 
haps, as the Honourable Gentleman himſelf was, 
about the Bank Contrad, and with as much Rea- 
ſon, have alſo been ſtigmatized every Saturday 
with an Advertiſement to the tollowing Purpoſe : 
+ The worſt Enemies of our Church are let into 
« her Bowels, under the holy Umbrage of Sons, 
c who neither believe her Faith, own her Miſſion, 
« ſubmit to her Diſcipline, or comply with her Li- . 
* turgy : For the admitting this Trojan Horſe, 
& big with Arms and Ruin, into our holy City, the 
& ſtrait Gate is now laid quite open; her Walls and 
* Incliſures are pulled down, and a high Road made 
“ in upon her Communion,” 255 


* April 3. DES 
I Sachev. Serm. p. 16. . 
. Can 


F 


Can you doubt of this Uſage, had the Repeal 


been now effected, when you remember the pub- 


lic Incendiary, and Tool of the Party, who has 
made ready ſuch an Advertiſement, was employed 
by that outlawed perjured Wretch to abuſe you, 


who is, or lately was, the Author of the above 


 eveekly Paper, in which we are told with a Sneer, 
or hypocritical Impudence, © that the Church of 
England would be in no Danger from ſuch 


% Politicians, even ſuppoling the Te was to be 
« taken away. : 


If you, Gentlemen, will but carefully peruſe 


the Craſtſman before mentioned, and his Confede= 


rate Writer of Sedition, Fog, in his Paper ot the 
27th of March, you will not want full Con- 
viction, that as at preſent they have offer'd a moſt 
audacious Inſult on your Uuderſtandings, in endea- 
vouring to make you believe ey are in hour In- 
tereſt, and have your Cauſe at Heart, ſo had the 


Teſts been repealed, you would moſt certainly 
have been abuſed and villified, and the A- --)) 
ſlander'd and aſpers'd, for conſenting thereto; = 
and that ſuch mew Seeds of Diſcord and Sedition 
would have been again /own in the Nation, as 


nothing but Length of Time, and a dextrous pru- 
dent Management, could have extirpated. 


And if the Obſervation is juſt, and undeniably 


true, can any thing more demonſtrably prove, that 
the Time you fixed on was not proper tor an Ap= 


plication of this Nature; or afford us a more 
evident Inſtance of the Wiſdom and Penetration 


of his Majefty and his Miniſiry, in not concurring 
with you therein: For who to capable of juiging 


when the Time is moſt. proper, as thoſe who bet 


knw the Detigns and Vemnpers of the Feopl- ? 
Who ſo ready and willing to effect it for you 


7 


48 


8.1 
as thoſe whoſe Intereſt and Ir-:lination conſpire 
to that Purpoſe ? Of which more hereafter. 
It ought farther to be confider'd, that at pre- 
ſent you have neither a TiLLoTsSON, a T'ENISON, 
nor a SHARP, at the Head of the CHurch, to in- 
fluence their Provincial Biſhops and Clergy in ta- 
vour of your Detigns: no more than a CompToN 
at London, a BURNET at Salisbury, a PATRICK 
at Ely, a WilLlams at Chichefter, nor a KiDpDER 
at Bath and Wells, to concur in and abet your 
Endeavours. Unleſs the great WILLIAM had 
been bleſſed with Men of ſuch modsrate Principles 
as they were poſſeſſed of, He could no more have 
accompliſp d what he did for you at that Time, 
than the preſent ＋1 9 can in what you now 
8 8 „„ 
If you will impartially weigh how arduous and 
difficult it is for a KIS and Minifiry to ftcer 
Affairs ſo, as to pleaſe and give Content to every 
Individual, among ſuch Numbers of People, whoſe 
Principles, Intereſt, and private Views, are fo 
contrary and incompatible the one to the other, you 
can have no Reaſon to entertain any Sentiments of 
Prejudice towards either on the Repulſe you have 
lately met with, allowing they are the beſt Judges 
of the moſt proper Time. „„ 
A recent and remarkable Inſtance cannot eſcape 
your Memory of the great Oppoſition made againſt 
a certain Divine's Preterment in the Church; and 
_ tho? his Intercit was eſpouſed by ſome great Per- 
ſonages, yet the Odium raiſed againſt him, by a 
powerful Party, was ſuch, as to render it prudent 
not only to ſuſpend the filling up the Vacancy 
much beyond the uſual Time, bur even ar laſt 
to diſappoint the Perſon of that Preferment. 
Nor can you forget a ſimilar Inſtance in the 
Honourable Perſou himſelf, againſt whom your 
N eier 


„ Oe 
Enemies endeavour to incenſe you. Was it eves 
doubted that he had the Exciſe Scheme cordially 


at Heart? Was not his Intereſt and great Power 


uſed in the moſt regs and likely Manner 
to have it effected? and yet when he found the 


Clamour it occaſion'd, the Enemres it created 
him, and the ill Conſequence that might have 
enſued, had he been reſolute to have it accom- 
pliſh'd, how prudently did he drop and decline any 


farther Proceedings therein? 


And can you with Reaſon expect the ſame Ho- 
nourable Perſon, who muſt have ever in his Mind 
the above Particulars, to do that for you which he 


would not venture at for himſelf 5 Would any ex- 
perienced, wiſe Man, fo ſoon after, make the like 
Attempt, in an Affair equally 9i/agreeable to the 
Majority of the People, and thereby occaſion freſh 
Animoſities, perhaps of a more difficult Nature 


to be appeaſed? Compare but theſe tew Obſerva- 
tions together, and conſider them void of Preju- 
dice, and I perſuade myſelf you will clearly be 


of an Opinion, that as there is a Time and Seaſon 
for all Things, ſo this was not a Time any way 
opportune and convenient for repealing the Teſts, 


however reaſonable the Thing in itſelf ſhould be 


allowed to be. 


And yet farther to confirm the Truth and Cer- 


tainty of what I at firſt obſerved, that all Times 


are not alike proper, I will produce an Inſtanca 


even in the preſent diſputed Caſe, that happened 


in the Year 1718. as it is related by oe whoſe 


AﬀeTion for you was never que/tioned. Says my 
Author, 5 8 5 | | „ 
*The Proteſtaunt Diſſenters, beſides theſe two 


« Bills againſt them, (meaning the Occaſional and 


* Oldmixon's Hiſtory of King George, p. 67143 
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ein particular, ſaid, it was not praficable, and 
cc 


all. His Majeſty was gracioully pleaſed to tell 
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(c 
e 
cc 
= 
after they had received Aſſurances, from ſuch as 
cce 
cc 
CC 


cc 


but they were aſſured that his MaJjesTyY had 


[ 10 ] 5 
Schiſm Bills) groaned under the Burthen of the 
Sacramental Teft ; and many of them were of 
Opinion, that if it was thought they had not 
deſerved, or indeed had a natural Right, both 
as to Conſcience and Property, to whatever 
their Fellow- Subjects had a Right, they ſhould 


have recourſe to Time and Patience, and not 
concern themſelves about any Relict that was 
not general. The Proteftant Diſſenters were 


conſulted about the Repeal of the two Bills 


above- mentioned, and they had numerous Meet- 


ings in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, to con- 
fer with proper Perſons on this Head. The 


Majority in all theſe Meetings were for a gene- 
ral Repeal of the Acts that were Hardſhips 
upon them, or leaving Matters as they ſtood ; 
preſs'd that Afﬀair as far as it would well go with 
the Miniſters, who, and the Earl of Sunderland 


to attempt the Repeal of the Teft Ad would ruin 


“Lord BaxxincToN, (who was a Diſſenter,) 


That if there was any Hopes of carrying the 
Whole, he would not be againſt it; but if 
there was no Hopes, as he was aſſured by his 
Miniſters, He believed the Diſſenters were too 
much his Friends to inſiſt upon a Thing which 
might be infinitely prejudicial to him, without do- 
ing them any good, but on the contrary a great deal 
of hurt. This ſwayed with the more moderate 


of that Party, and the Teſt was then given up, 


were in Conference with them, that they ſhould 


be eaſed of that too in a proper Time. The 


Minifters did not miſlead their Majeſiy on this 
Occaſion. There was ſo much Oppoſition to the 
„ RKepea 


111 


| cc Repeal of the Schiſm and Occafronal Bill, that we 


« may perceive if the Teſt Ad had been joined to 
it, all would have miſcarried.” 5 N 
This is ſo full and pertinent to the Point in 


Hand, that I think it needleſs to urge any other 


Arguments on the Occaſion. 


And therefore if the Honourable Perſon did give 


any Aſſurance in favour of a Repeal, yet if he af- 
terwards found it to be impracticable; ſo far from 


his being cenſured for not perſevering therein, with 


a View of obtaining it, that the Inſtance ought 
to be applauded, as one, among many, of his 
great Prudence and Sagacity, in declining it. Thus 
have I, 1na very plain and convincing Manner, 
demonſtrated, that the repealing the 77% As at 
this JunFure of Time, would have been very im- 


prudent and impolitick, and perhaps attended with 
fatal Conſequences ; the Conſideration of which 


does at once fully acquit the Honourable Perſon of 
any deſigned Breach of Promiſe towards the Diſſen- 


ters, even ſuppoſing he bad made one, in favour of 


a Repeal. . N 

However, tho I think it evidently appears 
that 7his Seſſion was an improper Time, yet I differ 
much from the Gazetteer, „ That your late Ap- 
« plication to Parliament for the Repeal or Ex- 


&« planation of the Corporation and Teſt Acts muſt 


c have convinced you that there hardly can be a Time 
-< when the Leg//lature will give their Conſent to 
« the Repeal or Explanation of theſe Laws.” 
I muſt confeſs, the whole Letter ſeems to me to 
be wrote with much greater Zeal than Prudence 
and good Fudgment But notwithſtanding What is 
there ſaid, and by other Authors, I would not 
have you deſpair of being relieved in what you have 


* April 15. Wo 80 | 
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Allegiance in as a Sovereign, b 
and his Royal Offspring, tho' many of your Fel- 
 low-Subjects have; that in the moſt a e ; 


[| 12; ]; 


ſo much at Heart, becauſe there is great Reaſon 


for you to expe and hope for it, when Things and 
ürcumſtances more «concur to make it convenient, as 
I doubt not plainly to demonſtrate. 8 
You want not to be told, the Share your Party 
had in the happy Revolution, and of your zealous 
Attachment ever ſince to the Succeſſion of the 
Crown in the preſent Royal Family; that your 
Principles as to Government are well approved 
of, however diſtaſteful thoſe of Religion are ; 
that none of you have oy OT to center your 
ut the Regnant Kin, 


and critical Times you have exerted your Power | 
and Intereſt in Behalf of Liberty and the preſent 
Eſtablithment, and have always diſavowed and 


avoided the acting in Concert with ſuch as are 
Enemies to both. It you can view yourſelves in 


this Light, you, no queſtion, think, that the 


Friends to the preſent Government do the fame: 


And are not theſe moving Confiderations nqugh 
to afford you a reaſonnble IExpectation, that the 


Time may yet come, when a Circumſtances will 
conſpire to favour your Delign? And therefore 


ſo far from driving you to Deſpair with the Ga- 


getteer, I would adviſe you not to be dejedted, but 
to receive Cofort,: and rejoice in Hope, that you or. 
yours will fee the Day: For have not ſeveral of 


our Princes fince the Revolution given you Cauſe 


to expe# it, and diſcover'd their own Inclination 


to be in favour thereof ? 


. 


The Immortal WII LIAM, in his Speech to the 
Parliament, thus expreſſed himſelf on the Occaſion: 
© * I ſhall put you in mind of one Thing, Which 


. March 16. 1683. 


4 will 
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ec will conduce much to our Settlement, as a Set- 


c tlement will to the Diſappointment of our Ene- 
cc 

&£ 
ec 
cc 
cc 


cc 


filling up the Vacancies that are in Offices and 
Places of Truſt, by this late Revolution. I hope 


to ſettle the Oaths, to be taken by all Perſons 


cc 
(0 
1 


© the Admiſſion of all Proteſtants, that are willing 
and able to ſerve, This Conjundtion in my Ser- 


c vice, will tend to the better uniting you among 


cc 


* vour common Enemy. 


But tho' his then Majeſty, in a particular Manner, 
recommended in his Speech, the Repeal of the Teſt 
Ads, and that his Miniſtry alſo readily engaged 
therein, yet they could neither carry that Point, 
nor yet a Comprehen/zon, altho* they had both much 
at Heart; and yet it ſeemed to be a happy Con- 
Juncture to have had it accompliſhed. For Bi- 
ſhop Kennet informs us, that the Time I refer to * 
afforded “ a glorious Opportunity of reconciling 
all moderate Diſſenters to the Communion of the 
(Church of England, which might have been 
% happily effected, if this extraordinary Juncture 
„„ had been well managed and improved.“ PL 
I have already obſerved, that his late Majeſiy, 
of Glorious Memory, declared to Lord Barrington, 
ce that if there was any Hopes of repealing the 
„ Teſt Adis, he would not be againſt it; and even 
preſt the Affair with his Miniſters as far as it 
would go; and, alluding to the fame Point, as I 
apprehend, in his Speech to the Parliament, his 


V Hiſt. of Engl. Vob iii. p. 558. 


oy 


Majeſty 


mies. I am, with all the Expedition I can, 


you are ſenſible there is a Neceſſity ot ſome Law 
* to be admitted to ſuch Places; — and as 1 


doubt not. but you will ſufficicatly provide 
againſt Papiſts, ſo I hope you will leave Room for 


* yourſelves, and the ſtrengthening you againſt 
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Majeſty was pleaſed thus to ſay; * © I have al- 
& way looked upon the Glory of a Sovereign, and 
the Liberty of a Subject, as inſeparable, and 


6 think it is the peculiar Happineſs of a Britiſh 


« King to reign over a free People. As the Civil 
“Rights, therefore, and Privileges of my Sub- 


e jects, and eſpecially of my two Houſes of Par- 


% liament, do juſtly claim my moſt tender Con- 
* cern; if any Proviſion deſigned to perpetuate 


© thoſe Bleſſings to your Poſterity remain imper- 
e fe#, for want of Time during this Seſſion, ma- 
* turely to diſcuſs and ſettle Matters of fo great 
* Importance, I promiſe myſelf, you will take 


& the jir/} Opportunity to render my Wiſhes for 
your Happineſs compleat and effeftual, and to 
* ſtrengthen the Union, which is of fo much Con- 
«« ſequence to the Welfare of this Kingdom. 


And conſidering the happy Days of Liberty you 
and all enjoy, under his preſent Majeſty's tranquil. 
Adminiſtration, I preſume it would not be E 1 


to his Majefty were you to conceive, that, in Imi- 


tation of his rage? Father, on the ſame Occaſion, 
he has preſſed the Affair as far as it would 


go with his Miniſters, but that they have in- 
formed his Majely it was not practicable; and 
& that he may have declared, that if there were 
« no Hopes, as he was aſſured by his Ministers 
c there was not, he believed the Diſſenters were 
<& too uch his Friends to inſiſt upon a Thing which 
< might be infinitely prejudicial tos him, without 
« doing them any good, but, on the contrary, a 
)) 95 
Tho' this is only a Conjecture of mine, yet pro- 


3 8 


baby it is true, ſince what the Gazetteer f ſays 


* April 18. 1719. 
＋ April 16th. 


con” 


N 1161 
goncerning the Repeal, as to the Difficulty of do- 
ing it at this Time, ſeems to imply that ſomething 
to the like Purpoſe has been declared by his 
M——y, or his M rs; and taking it for 
granted, it affords you an Inſtance that his pre- 
ſent Majeſiy has the ſame paternal Care and Ten- 
derneſs for you, even in the diſputed Caſe, as had 
his late Royal Father And no doubt you will teſ= 
tiſy the ſame reſigned and dutiful Behaviour to 
his preſent Majeſty on the Diſappointment, as ſo 
conſpicuouſly appeared in the Diiſſenters at that 
And for your Comfort in Futurity, ponder well 
in your Minds the late Words of his Royal High- 
neſs the Prince of WALEs, to the ©uakers, on 
Occaſion of their applying for his Royal Patro- 
nage and Favour, in relation to their depending 
Bill: „ That as a Friend to Liberty in general, and 
« to Toleration in particular, he wiſhed they might 0 
« meet with all proper Favour ; but for himſelf, be it 
never gave his Vote in Parliament; and to in- iy 
e fluence his Friends, or direct his Servants, in i 
* theirs, did not become his Station: To leave them vl 
entirely to their own Conſcience and Underſtanding, Y 
as a Rule he had hitherto preſcribed to himſelf, f 
« and purpoſed through his whole Life to obſerve.” 
Ho ought this render and pathetic, this Chri- 
ſtian Royal Declaration, to animate your Minds, 
and buoy up your Spirits, however attected they 
may be at your late Diſappointment: For is not 
this a moving Conſide ration, a moſt powerful Ar- 
gument, for you not to deſpond, not grow diſcon- 
tented, or diſſatisfied with your preſent happy Cir- 
cumſtances, (tho' it may, as you think, have one 
onlyAllay,) when you have ſuch a raiſed Proſpect, 
that as your preſent wife and mercitul Sovereign 
thinks it a great Part of the Felicity of his Reign 
ND o 
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to behold you 1 your religious Rights, 
in the moſt extenſive Manner; ſo his Royal Suc- 
ceſſor, when it pleaſes divine Providence to per- 
mit his Swaying the Britiſß Sceptre, (which God 
grant may be late,) does already aſſure you, that 
« He is not only at preſent a Friend to Liberty in ge- 
© weral, and to Toleration in particular; but to leave 


« his Friends and Servants to their own Conſcience 
* and Underſtanding, is a Rule he has hitherto pre- 


4 ſerihed to himſelf, and purpoſes through his whole 
„ Life to obſerve.” IS . 


This ſeems a happy Prediction in your Favour, 


of what you may expect from him, ſhould the 


Circumſtances of future Times concur with His 
Royal Inclinations ; and you may remember that 


an Eſay was lately publiſhed for a Review of the 

Common Prayer, which, it effected, might have 
no {mall Tendency to make more eaſy the Terms 
of your Conformity to our Church; and tho' the 


Author was contradicted in relation to one 


diſputable Point, that of retaining the Athana/ran 
Creed, yet the Dejpn itſelf, ſo far from be- 
ing oppoſed, was admitted to be fit and reaſonable * 

An Obſervation that cannot but ſerve to excite 


your Hopes, that as the one, ſo the other, may 


in Time be attempted, and compleated, unleſs 


your Conformity hereafter will render it needleſs. 
And tho'I pretend not to the Spirit of Pro- 


phecy, yet there is an Incident in Hiftory which I 
cannot avoid obſerving, as being very applicable 
to what I laſt hinted, and which muſt give all who 


are hearty Friends and Well-wiſhers to a farther 
Reformation in Religion, conliderable Encourage- 
ment to think, that it will be effected in ſome 


| ſhort Time: It is relative to the Nuptials of his 
Royal Highneſs with the Princeſs of Saxe Gotha. 


It 
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It is obſervable, that as his Royal Highneſs the 


Prince of Wales is the Great Grandſon of the 


Elector Palatine (after King of Bohemia) by Hlixa- 


beth, Daughter of our King Fames I. whole Zcal 


and Sulffcrings for the Proteſtant Faith, whoſe 


_ exalted Virtues, and invincible Conſtancy under 
Frials the moſt ſev ere and afflictive to human Na- 


ture, appeared moſt conſpicuouſly in both, as is 
eg known to all, or may be learnt from Hiſto- 
: So the Princeſs whom his Royal Highneſs has 


eee is Great Grand- daughter to EXN EST III. 


of the Duca! Houſe of Saxony, whole Family 


engaged carly in the Reformation of Religion, in 


Conjunction with the above-mentioned Eleclor 
Palatine, and ſeveral other Princes of GERMANY; 


and I find in HIs roR this excellent Character 


of him: © A Prince, (to uſe the Words of the 


© noble Immortal Hoff) for his great Sincerity, 


* for his-Zeal to Religion, for his Political Pru- 


„ dence, and ceconomical Induſtry, Ed: to be 
13 80 preferred before any that ever ru 
« whom the divine Promiſe was apparently veri- 


cd: one in 


© fied, vis. To thoſe who make it their firſt Care to 


c ſeek the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, 
All other Things ſhall be added. Let me oblerve 
“ farther, that in 1641 he obtained the Principa- 
« lity of Saxe-Gotha, and great Part of the Coun- 
"BBY of Henneberg in 1660 : He rebuilt the Caſtle 


.« of Gotha, formerly called Grimmenſtein, but by 


c him Fridenftein : He was Author of the Weimar 
% Bible, and departed this Lite March 26. 1675. 
leaving by his Dutcheſs, Sophia Elizabeth, 
«< Daughter of the Duke of Sax-Aldenburgh, Fre- A 
(e gerick, Grandfather to the preſent elpouſed 5 


80 Princeſs of Wales.” 
And that the Grand- children of theſe two ex- 


Hp cellent, virtuous, and truly pious Princeſſes, Who 
D 


moſt 


5 1 
moſt ſignally appeared at firſt in favour of the 


| Reformation, ſhould be thus united and joined in 


one, and that they, and their Iſſue will in due Time 


afſuredly become Head of the firſt reformed and moſt. 


confiderable Proteſtant Nation in the World, when 


but a few Years ſince nothing was more impro- 


bable and unlikely, is a moſt remarkable Inſtance 
that divine Previdence does no leſs countenance and 


bleſs the Reformation, than it rewards in a very ſin- 
gular and extraordiordinary Manner the Deſcen- 
dants of thoſe illuſtrious and ever valuable Princeſſes 


who fr/t eſpouſed its Cauſe. Thus trulyis the aſore- 
ſaid Text of Scripture applied to Dake EXN EST, 
literally accompliſh'd to them in the Iſſue of both. 

With what Thankſu!neſs then ſhould we view and 
admire the Smiles of Heaven to us, in the midſt of 
our Ingratitude for, and Forgetfulneſs of, paſt Deli- 


verunces l rom the moſt imminent;Dangers? How grate= 
ful thould weſtriveto be, for ſuch ind Inte rpoſitions 


of Heaven; ſuch gracious Diſpenſations of his Mer 


as he continually is affording us? No doubt the 


Reflection will be a powerful Incentive to you, and 
all Eugliſo Proteſtants, not to become Malecontents 


to the King of Heaven, no more than to his Vice- 
gerent on Earth: And moreover, it cannot but 


give us all a well- grounded Hope, that the divine 
Will has ſomething yet farther to accompliſh in fa- 
vour of the reformed Religion among us, by this 
happy Conjun#10n An Union no leſs unexpected 
in itſelf, diſtant and remote from the Views of 
moſt, then it will tend to cement and ſtrengthen 
the Proteſtant Intereſt. Let us then expreſs our 
Joy and Satisfaction in his Rovar Hicnness's 
Choice, and conceive it to be the Dictates of Hea- 
wen Let us improve it in every Inſtance, as be- 
comes reformed Chriſtians and good Subjects; and 


tho' at preſent you are diſtinguiſhed by the Meme 


(c fairs 
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Diſſenters, and great Pity it is that you will be ſo, 


yet from what has been 1aid, you have good Hope 


that in ſome future Time ſuch a Spirit of Love, 


Unity, and Chriſtian Charity, will ſo power- 


fully and mutually prevail, as that the 27% may 
be repealed, or by the Alteration of a few Parti- 
culars in our Liturgy, you may without Scruple 
conform, that ſo no other Di/tin#ion may remain 
among us, but of ſuch as are for the Chriſtian 
Proteſtant Faith; tor Civil and Religious Liberty; 
the Fucceſſion of the Crown in the preſent Royal Fa- 


mily; and ſuch as are for Popery and Infidelity, 
Bigottry and Slavery, and who would have a Popiſh © 


Prince to govern this Proteſtant Kingdom. 


I hope then you are by this Time fully convinc- 


ed, that no Diſreſpe# has been ſhewn you by the 


Miniſtry ; that they wanted not Inclination to aſſiſt 
you in this Application, had the Time and other 
Circumſtances made it fit and convenient; and yet 
that you ought not to deſpond, but to have good = 
Hope, as you have a well-grounded Aſſurance, from 
25 r e Inſtances, that it may hereafter bs 
 efrecte 

Prejudices, you would render it needleſs. 
|  Methinks then I perceive the inward Receſſes 
of your Minds, and that your Thoughts and Re- 
ſolutions are to the following Purport: 
Well, tho? we have mer with a Repulſe from 
4 Ouarter we little imagin'd, ſuſtained a Loſs 
we no way expected, are fruffrated of enjoying 
« what we eſtcemed ear and dear to us, the be- 


for you, unleſs by prudently overcoming your 


« ing reflored to our natural Rights in Civil Af- 


« we are not denied our Requeſts from any Diſ- 
5 D 2 F reſpec 


rs, yet let us ſeriou/ly reflect and conſider, 
« and well remember, what the wiſe Man ſays, 
* That there is a Time for all Things; that in the 
« preſent Affair, which ſo ſenſibly affects us, 


A 
«a 
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reſpect his M——y or his . —y have to 


us, but only that the Circumſtances of Things 


and Perſons would not with Prudence and Safe= 


ty permit it: Nay, we cannot but obſerve from 
other Inftances, that his is not Artifice and Pre- 


tence; for do we not ſee a great Spirit of Diſ- 
affection prevail throughout the Kingdom Have 


not olDο WHIGS changed their Principles; and 


are they not become a dead and wunexpetted 
Weight on the Adminiftration © Are not the 
moſt audacious Libels weekly publiſhed againſt 


the Government, without any juſt Cauſe given? 
and are not their and our Enemies one and the 


ſame, lying in wait to diftreſs them, and hurt 


us And has not Popery of late very conſide- 
rably encreaſed among us. and which gave ſo 


juſt an Alarm to the eſfabliffd Church and our- 
ſelves, that the Minifters of both thought it ne- 

ceſſary to appoint Lectures on purpoſe to expoſe 
and confute their Errors, and to eſtabliſh the 


Reformed in their Proteſtant Principles; nor are 


their Numbers ſince decreaſed among us: And 
has not great Part of EuxoE been for ſome 

Time engaged in a contentious Var? and tho” 
the Fury is abated, and a Face of Peace ap- 


pears, yet it is but as it were in Embrio, ſince 
it has not ſo fully and abſolutely taken place 
as might be wiſned. Beſides, we cannot but 


perceive, that the 1 —9, whoſe Fa- 


ve) 


vour we have on the Occaſion implored, have 
alſo had their Diſappointments in Matters as 

dear to them as this can be to us: A plain Indi- 
cation that no M——-y can at a Times effe# 
what they themſelves would willingly procure, 
Why then ſhould we be diſcontented or angry 


with them for our meeting with this Rebuf, 
ſince we have all imaginable Reaſon to be per- 


* ſuaded, 
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ſuaded, that it is only owing to the Difficulty 
and Prejudice of the Times, and not to any 
Want of Inclination in the M. 


aſſiſted us, had it been prudent and convenient 


in regard it is moſt certainly the Intereſt of every 
cc 


Adminiſtration to oblige, if it can be, all, and 
diſoblige none? And from the frequent Declara- 
tions made by ſeveral of our Princes ſince the 
Revclution, and their Miniſters, let us patiently 
reſt aſſured, that God in his Providence may ſo 


inflaence the Minds of both Prince and People, 
as that a Time may come when what we now 
cannot obtain, may be ſafely granted us with- 


out Danger, or Offence to any; unleſs by any 


imprudent Conduct 1n ourſelves we encreaſe the 
Prejudices that at preſent ſo much prevail againſt 
us, and thereby offend our Friends, and diſap- 
point ourſelves. 'To prevent which, . 
Let us reſolve to behave with ſo much dutiful 
Affection to his preſent Majeſty, ſuch a Temper 
and decent Reſpect to his Miniſters, as may con- 


vince the Enemies to both, that tho' this is no 


Time for us to be obliged in what we requeſted, 


ſo neither is it a Time, nor never will, for us to 


be made Dupes to a Fafion, or to give our Ad- 


ver/aries juſt Cauſe to think the Proteſtant Diſ 


ſenters will ever change Principles, and ſide with 
them, in oppoſition to an Adminiſtration, whole 
political Views and private Intereſt are moſt ap- 
parently in our Favour; ſince were we to take 
that Method, it would tend to ea the Hands 
of our Friends, and ſtrengthen thoſe of our Ene- 
mies It would procraſiinate and delay, and put 
more diſtant and remote from us what we now 
have ſo cagerly preiled: For as to a Tory Mi- 
niſtry, have we not already experienced that 
their Hatred and Enmity towards us is impla- 


y to have 
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cable; that all the ſevere Laws ever made againſt | 
us was by that Party when in Power; and from 


whom we muſt not expect to have continued 
thoſe Civil and Religious Rights we now ſo am- 
ply enjoy: Let us therefore reſolve to ſupport 


a Whigs Adminiſtration, from whom alone we re- 


ceive Kindneſs, and avoid falling into the 


Hands of Tories, wheſe Mercies are cruel. 
Let us conſider, that as we have formerly 
had many eminent Prelates, whoſe moderate 


and Chriſtian Principles influenced them to 
eſpouſe our deareſt Intereſts, and which never 
proved prejudicial to the eſtabliſhed Church, ſo a 
Time may again come, when others like them 
will rife up, to accompliſh what we now de- 
fire ; and no doubt the more prudent and obli- 


fing our future Conduct is to hoſe of the eſta- 
« bliſhed Church, the ſooner will all Prejudice on 
both Sides ſubſide, and the more enabled will 


any M————y be to give us Aſſiſtance in ob- 


taining this our laſt and only future Requeſt; and 
to afford us yet greater Comfort, let us take 


a tranſient View of our former and preſent Si- 


tuation, and then with 7bankful Hearts admire 


and rejoice at our plea/ing moſt happy Circum- 
ſtances: How ! at the Revolution many ſevere 


Laws before made againſt us, were altered in 


our Favour; and fince the preſent Royal Family 


ſucceeded to the Crown, others equally hard 
and oppreſſive have been repealed; and that we 


now enjoy every Bleſſing IxDuLGENT HEAVEN 
can beſtow, (the Repeal of the Teſts only ex- 


cepted;) for are we not governed by a So 


reign the moſt tender and clement © How watch- 
ful and ſolicitous has he been to ſecure to us 
Peace abroad, Tranquility at home, a proſperous 


and enlarged Trade, and to make us a happy 


« and 
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and flouriſhing People? This is no imaginary 
Conccit, but a real Truth, and what we in fact 


experience; and the Preſervation of our Civil 
and Religious Rights plainly appears to be as 
dear to our KING as are his own Royal Rights 
and juſt Prerogativess We have no complaining 


in our Streets of Property beiug invaded, or that 


any Man ſuffers tor Conſcience Sake, All Parties, 
every Denomination of Chriſtian Proteftants, ex- 


perimentally know the Happineſs of our preſent 


Conſtitution, the Clemency and Goodneſs of our 
Revolution KINGS: A moſt glorious and truly 
happy Revolution indeed. For ſince the Origin of 


* this, or any other Nation in the Univerſe, no 


Hiffory can afford an In/tance of any ſuch Period of 
Time, where the Subject was bleſſed with Princes 
ſo benign and clement, and endued with Senti- 
ments of Liberty ſo generous and extenſive; where 
a People in ſo ample a Manner enjoyed their juſt 
Rights and Properties, and live ſo free, eaſy, 
and tranguil, as this Kingdom has moſt happily 
experienced ever ſince the Revolution. And would 
Papiſts think it once their Duty to pay Allegi- 
ance where they receive Protection, even they 
who now are protected without ſuch Pledge or 
Security given, (and which the Laws of all Na- 
tions require, according to an eſtabliſh'd Maxim, 
Protectio trahit ſubjectionem, & ſubjectio protectio- 
nem,) would then experience with others a more 
equal Share of that Prince's Favour, who alrea- 
dy takes them under his Protection, and treats 


them in the moſt common and neceſſary Concerns 
as he does his more faithful Subjefs. 5 


« Theſe Bleſſings we did not enjoy under the 
mildeſt of Princes, when a Tory Adminiſtration 
governed her Councils; and let us not ſpurn at 


Providence that now favours us fo much, leſt a 


« Rid 
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ce Rod of Iron be again found to ſcourge us for our 
& J/antonneſs and Diſcontent. 

«© We ought allo to have preſent to our Minds 
& the Declaration of his Royal Highneſs the Prince 
&© before mentioned, who has fo generosſſy ex- 
preſſed himſelf a Friend to LIBERTY, Gui and 
« Religions ; and His happy Nuptials with a Pro- 
« teſtant Princeſs, whole Ance/ors on each Side 


„ 


* were ſo famous for their Zeal and Attachment 


to the Reformation, at the Dawn and Infanc 


„ thereof, cannot but raiſe a reaſonable and 
« well-grounded Hope, that Providence will yet 


© more vigorouſly exert itſelf in favour of the 


e reformed Religion, and which may in ſome re- 


& ſpect or other become uſeful to us. 
Let us therefore be careful to improve the 


Incident of the Royal Nuptials to every Ad- 
vantage, and think it a happy Preſage that great 
Things are reſerved in Store for theſe Proteſtant 
Kingdoms Let us behold it as the Downfal of 
C Popery, the Pretender, and his Emiſſaries, the 


c two weekly Libellers, the Craft. and F---g, 
c the latter of whom in particular ſeem thereby 


© to have received tuch a /aggering Blow in the 


* Guts, as perhaps may turn to a Dyſentery or 


« Mortification, and occaſion a fatal Exit to them- 
« ſelves, but equally happy to us and all true 
e Britons, ſince it may be hoped that a proper 


« Time will ſoon after come for a Repeal of the 
cc Tefts.” „„ 15 e 


- 'FrrsE are, or ſhould be, powerful Arguments to 
perſuade you to a general Acquieſcence, a reſigned 
Submiſſion to the Sentiments of your Superiors in 
the preſent Caſe ; and nothing is ſo likely to enſure 
and facilitate Redreſs, in the Inſtance you ſo much 
want, as the conducting yourſelves agreeably 
| On the 
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and reſolved on by you, in re 


cc 
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the Reſolutions aforeſaid: And 1 hope to have 


fo impartially and firongly repreſented on the one 
Side, what I apprehend to be the real Purport of 
your Complaint on the preſent Occaſion; and at 
the ſame Time what will be Jun obſerved 
pect thereof; that 
little remains for me farther to add, unleſs by 
way of Obſervation on the Gazetteer * before 
mentioned, addreſſed to the Diſſenters in general; 
in which I thought you ſo ETOP treated, 
and by the Craftſman before quoted, as, in truth, 
to gite birth to this more mid Addreſs. In one 
Part of ns Letter hefays, 8 
As to your Perſons, it is plain you Jie un- 
ce der no Reſtraints; you enjoy the Privileges of 
« fitting in either Houſe of Parliament, tho you 


never conform to the Worſhip of the ęflabliſb d 


© Church; and I believe you can give very few 


| vg. Inſtances, if any, of Perſons whe have refuſed : 


« any Office of Power or Truſt, becauſe they 
would not conform, This your warmeſt Advo- 


« cates have confeſs'd, — That among the richer 


dort of Diſſenters there are very few who do 


0 


A 


not occaſionally contorm.” 


According to this Repreſentation, the 72% AG 


is a dead Letter, ncither a Reftraint on you, nor 
yet a Security to the CHuRcH Habliſp'd; for if 


Diſſeaters may ſit in either Houſe of Parliament, as 


no doubt they can, nctwithſtanding the Teſt Ads; 


and that there are only a few of the richer Sort 


of Diſſenters, and hardly ay of others, who will 
refuſe to conform for any Office of Power and * 


Truſt, as this Author aſſerts; how then is the 
Teſt Adi air Enemy to you, or a Friend to the 
urch? And why all this Byfi/e, Indeed, the 


* Gazet. April 15. 5 f 3 
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ſame Author preſently afterwards alters his Opi- 


nion, and I think expreſſes himſclf with ſome 

ſort of Paſſion. His Words are, 
Call it Prejudice, — call it Bigotry, — call 

& jt a Luſt of Power, that the Members of the 


« Church of England will not give their Conſent 
„ that the Tei Ads ſhall be repealed, can you 
c think it reaſonable that none are to be indulged 
but yourſelres. J 
Fou allow, or do not think fit to deny, — 


that the Church of England ought to be ſup- 


c ported and preſerved : The Members of that 
„Church think this cannot poſſibly be done, if 
all the different Sects in Religion, who do, 

or ſhall at any Time hereafter, diſſent from her, 
are to enjoy the ſame Privileges and Advan- 
& tages with the Members of the eſtabliſn'd 
Church. You are of a contrary Opinion, that 
no Danger can ariſe from Presbyterians, Inde- 
pendants, Duakers, Anabaptiſis, and all other 
Sefs that may hereafter ſpring up among us, 


© into Offices of Power and Truſt. Who now 
cc 


ce 
c 


cc 
cc 


<c 


is to determine this Matter? Is it reaſonable 


; 5 
oſition towards you, in having the 


——y, and that they ſo frequently 
contradict one another, as for Inſtance is done 5 
EE this 


that all theſe different Seis, none of which 
will deny that they do not wiſh the Deſirufion 
, the Church of England, ſhould be the ſole 
ec Judges of what is neceſſary for her Preſerva- 
As this is very contradictory to what he had be- 
fore obſerved, ſo I confeſs it is to the former Re- 
_ preſentation BED by me of the A———y's fa- 
vourable Diſp 

Jen Ads repealed, ſuppoſing the Paper publiſhed Ly 
Authority; but as it is certain that few, if any, of 
_ thoſe Papers are wrote by the 7m7mediate Direion 
ef the M4— 
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this under Conſideration in the very next,“ I ap- 


prehend it will not invalidate what has been of- 


fered by me; and indeed the Inconſiſtency of this 


very Paper is worthy Notice, In the firſt- cited 


Paragraph you are repreſented as “ lying under 
© no Reſtraints, and that only a few Diſſenters, 
« whether rich or poor, would refuſe to conform 
for any Office of Power or Truſt ;” and yer in 
the other Paſſage, the et Ads are ſaid © to be the 
« Support and Preſervation of the Church of Eng- 
land, and eſſentially neceſſary to keep out ſuch. 
« as diſſent from, and wiſh her Deſtruction, from 


« enjoying the ſame Privileges and Advantages with 
« the Members of the eftabliſh'd Church.“ Now 


certainly they cannot be at the ſame Time «ſeful 
and vſeleſs; no Refiraints to Diſſenters, and yet 
neceſſary to keep them our. 1 


0 And it what the Gazetteer bas. in one Part 5 


aſſerted is true, I know not the real Uſe ol the 
Teft Ads; for it Difſenters now they are in 


Force, can by conforming, and taking the Sacrament 


once only, be qualified for any Place or Office of 


Truſt, and this without Difficulty or Uneaſineſs to 
themſelves, and have ar the fame Time any wic- 
Led Purpoſes to execute againſt the e7abliſh'd Church; 


is it not as much in their Power at preſent to effect 


it, by a Conformity that, is ſo eaſy to them, as if 
the Ze Acts were afually repealed? Or how is 


cither the Church ſupported and preſerved by not 


repealing thoſe Ads; or the different Sects in Reli- 


gion who diſſent from her, and wifh her Deftruc- 
tion, more capacitated to accomplith that evil 
Purpoſe, and to enjoy the ſame Privileges and 


Advantages with the Members of the efabliſh'd 


Church, by repea/ing it, as the Gazetteer affirms, 


* April 16. 
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28 
than nom they are, when it ſtands unrepealed? This 
is a Difficulty with me, I confeſs, and which 
greatly wants to be clcar'd up; or otherwiſc, as 
1 betore obſerved, according to the Gazetteer?s 
Argument, the 7% Ad is no more than a dead Letter. 
Thus, Gentlemen, have I brought to Conclu- 
ſion what was at firſt propoſed, and hope you 
will think my Promiſe is fairly perſorm'd, in 
treating you with Reſpect, Decency, and good 4 
Manners ; being fully perſuaded, that mild and : 
candid Expreſſions tend more to recommend 1.3 
Truth, and obtain Conviction, than any ſatirical 
and ſevere Reflections. Oe - 


And as J hope it may have ſome Influence on 


you in the preſent Caſe, to pacify and appeaſe 
any uneaſy Sentiments you may have entertain'd 
on the Occaſion ; fo I moſt heartily with you 
could ſubdue and conquer all unhappy Prejudices 
of a different Nature, that we might be all uni- 
ted, as one Man, to withſtand the Aſſaults and 
power Efforts of our vigilant and numerous 
Enemies the Papiſts, who are inceſſantly con- 
triving the Ruin and Deſtruction of all Pro- 
teſtants, whether of the eſtabliſh'd Church, or Diſ- 
ſenters from it. F 
Il beg leave to conclude in the Words of Mr. 
Nalſingbam on the Occation, which Gazetteer“ 
deſerves your ſerious Peruſal: If you know 
& that the whole Body of Tories would to a Man 
„ have voted againft you: If you know that 
many Gentlemen voting uſually with the Court 
« could not, by the Nature of their Election 
, Jntereſts, have voted for you: If you know 
that the Band of Patriots (excepting a very 
„ few) would have laid in wait to have enffamed 


% 
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the People againſt the Miniſtry, and would 
have employed all their Art, and all their Ma- 
„ lice, to have made them the Victims of public 
Rage: If you have ſeen common Libels of 
e the Faction inſult the Miniftry with carrying 

the ordinary Afﬀairs of Parliament by ſmall 
Majorities ; and if you know that no Method 
would have been left untried to have made 
< their Majority ſtill ſmaller on ſo diſputed a 
e Point; So 5 
Then you muſt acquit the Miniſtry of having 
„ broken any Engagements, of having faited you 
<< in any juſt Expectations, tho' they had pro- 
< miſed, or tho? they had given you Reaſon to 
believe that they would concur in your Ap- 
<« plication to Parliament.“ TED 


"A. 


[ 
C 


NR 


* 


0 
0 
0 


K K ,1 


A 


RIG, T am, Gentlemen, 
VVV 
April 24. 1736. ; C 
e Your moſt Humble Servant. 
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